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City of Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission 
Outreach & Education Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 23, 2021  
12:00 pm 

 
The Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Outreach & Education Committee met virtually on March 23, 2021. The 
following list of individuals were present via Zoom video call. The meeting was held as an electronic 
meeting because a meeting in person was impossible or impractical due to concerns for the health and 
safety of Commissioners, staff, and the public presented by COVID-19. 
 
Commissioners Present: Linda Topinka, Chair 
    Julia Freeman 
    Dr. Ruth White, Ex-officio member 
 
Commissioners Absent: Esaie Toingar  
 
Staff Present:   Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven, Executive Director 

Bernie Walther, Investigator 
Umaru Balde, Investigator 
Kelly Hemmer, Senior Administrative Assistant 

 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Topinka called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m. 
 
II. Approval of Minutes from January 20, 2021 Meeting 

Commissioner Freeman moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner White seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved, with no discussion. 

 
Discussion Items –  
 
III. Upcoming Outreach Opportunities 

Cultural Celebration and Expo (March) 
Bernie Walther stated the Arc March is scheduled for May and will be held at Lindale Mall. Stated 
Juneteenth celebration events will be held on June 19. Stated the Community Cultural Celebration 
and Expo, in partnership with the Cedar Rapids Public Library, is taking place this week. The 
Library will be posting for the event on social media each day at 10 am. Stefanie Munsterman-
Scriven stated that the library is collecting recipes for the event. Stated Umaru recorded a welcome 
message from the Commission. Stated Mayor Hart recorded a reading of proclamation for the 
event, which has been shared on social media. 

 
Feminine Hygiene Drive (March) 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Feminine Hygiene Drive is in progress and turnout has been great 
so far. Stated Kelly Hemmer did an interview about the event with KWWL last week. 
 
 
 
 
Virtual Documentary Discussion – Maya Angelou: And Still I Rise (March) 



Page 2 of 3 

Munsterman-Scriven stated the virtual documentary discussion will be held tonight. Stated there 
has been a larger turnout virtually than in person. Stated a handful of people have registered for 
tonight’s event. 
 
Art Contest for Youth (April) 
Munsterman-Scriven stated submissions are still be collected for the art contest. Stated few 
submissions have been received. Walter stated he dropped off 10 posters at Wilson Middle School 
so some submissions should be received soon. Munsterman-Scriven stated the contest had not 
received very many submissions from high school aged students. Stated the contest flyers have 
been sent out to schools, posted on social media, and distributed in an email newsletter. Stated a 
press release was submitted but the media did not pick it up. Stated it was also sent to city 
employees and is being sent to teachers and counselors once a week. Stated the submission 
deadline could be pushed back to April 15, which has been done in the past. Commissioners 
agreed to extend the deadline. Walther stated he would check with the judges for the poetry 
contest and find out which date to judge works best for them. 
 
Cedar Rapids “House Party” (April) 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission is participating in the Neighborhood Finance 
Corporation’s House Party on April 24. Stated Umaru would be presenting. 
 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month Presentation (April) 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission would be co-hosting a presentation with Riverview 
Center regarding sexual assault and awareness on April 27. 
 
Asian American Pacific Islander Events (May) 
Munsterman-Scriven stated May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. Stated Alma is 
working on putting together a panel discussion around the current climate of increased violence 
and discrimination against the Asian Pacific American community. Stated the Commission also 
wants to celebrate the culture of the community so Alma is also putting together some DIY kits to 
be distributed at the libraries. 

 
IV. New Business 

Legislative event 
Commissioner Topinka stated Commission White recently had a forum with two state 
representatives. Stated it may be a good idea for the Commission to hold a Legislation 101 session. 
Commissioner White stated the conversation led to brainstorming of ways groups could be actively 
engaged in communicating with legislators regarding the bills they do not support. Munsterman-
Scriven stated the Commission held a Day on the Hill in the past and went to the capital to talk to 
legislators about issues. Stated a “how to” event may be more useful for individuals as people may 
be more comfortable with doing that instead of speaking with people. Stated the Commission 
could host a session with legislators at the start of the next legislative session and potentially do it 
on an annual basis. 

 
V. Additional Information 

Commissioner White stated the Academy is holding a Critical Conversation event tomorrow night 
in honor of Women’s History Month to discuss a film called “Invisible”, which is about black 
women. Stated the event is open to the public.  
 
 
 

VI. Adjournment  
Commissioner Freeman moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:42 p.m., which was unanimously 
approved, with no discussion. 
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Respectfully submitted by Kelly Hemmer 


